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SUBJECT:BEIRUT EVACUATION 

REE: STATE 180856 TOSEC 190001 

1. THIS MESSAGE REPLACES THAT CONTAINED IN REETEL. 

2. YOU SHOULD CONVEY TO PRINCE FAHD IMMEDIATELY THE 
FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM ME. 

3. QUOTE: YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS: 

I KNOW THAT AMBASSADOR PORTER HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH YOU 
TO SEEK YOUR ASSISTANCE IN OUR EFEORTS TO EVACUATE OUR 
CITIZENS FROM BEIRUT, AND I VERY MUCH APPRECIATE THE HELP 
THAT YOU HAVE ALREADY GIVEN US IN THIS MATTER. I AM 
WRITING TO YOU PERSONALLY, IN THE SPIRIT OF COOPERATION 
AND MUTUAL INTERESTS WHICH WE SHARE, BECAUSE OF MY DEEP 
CONCERN ABOUT THE LATEST DEVELOPMENT IN THIS SITUATION. 
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REPRESENTATIVE THAT WE WISHED TO PROCEED TO RESCHEDULE THE 
ROAD CONVOY WHICH HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY ARRANGED AND ASKED 
EOR CONFIRMATION THAT THE CONVOY COULD TRAVEL TO DAMASCUS 
ON lULY 24. LATER THAT DAY THE PLO REPRESENTATIVE REPLIED 
THAT SATURDAY WAS NOT A GOOD DAY BECAUSE OE THE GENERALLY 
UNSTABLE SECURITY SITUATION IN BEIRUT AND ELSEWHERE. IN 
DISCUSSING THE PARTICULARS OP THE SECURITY SITUATION, THE 
PLO REPRESENTATIVE CITED SUCH MATTERS AS PRESIDENT ASSAD'S 
RECENT SPEECH WHICH HE CALLED UNHELPFUL, THE PAILURE OF 
THE TRUCE AT TEL ZATAAR AND THE UNCERTAINTY SURROUNDING 
THE PLO DELEGATION WHICH HAS DEPARTED EOR DAMASCUS EOR 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE SYRIANS. 

YOUR HIGHNESS WILL APPRECIATE THAT THIS REPLY PROM THE PLO 
MAKES IT CLEAR THAT AMERICAN CITIZENS ARE BEING HELD HOST- 
AGE TO THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN LEBANON. I KNOW YOU 
WILL ALSO APPRECIATE THAT WE CANNOT ACCEPT BEING PUT IN 
THIS POSITION AND THAT, IF EARLY ARRANGEMENTS ARE NOT 
MADE EOR THE SALE EVACUATION OP OUR CITIZENS, A DANGEROUS 
SITUATION WILL RESULT. WE ARE PREPARED TO POLLOW WHATEVER 
MEANS ARE MOST PRACTICAL TO GET OUR CITIZENS OUT OP 
LEBANON, WHETHER BY LAND OR BY SEA, AS WAS DONE PREVIOUSLY. 

I AM CERTAIN THAT, IP YOUR HIGHNESS WILL GET IN TOUCH 
WITH THE PLO LEADERSHIP AND IMPRESS UPON THEM IN THE 
STRONGEST TERMS THE IMPORTANCE OF COOPERATING IN THE 
EVACUATION OP OUR CITIZENS PROM BEIRUT, THIS WILL HAVE 
AN IMPORTANT EFPECT IN ACHIEVING A SATISPACTORY OUTCOME. 

WITH WARM PERSONAL REGARDS. END QUOTE. ROBINSON 
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